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WELCOME TO
THE CEDAR VALLEY

With over 125 miles of hard-surfaced multi-use

trails, an abundance of soft trails, thousands of acres

of lakes and ponds, water trails, numerous cultural

venues/museums, and a variety of other recreational

opportunities, Black Hawk
County, lowa has established
itself as a destination for people
of all ages.

This guide serves as your “road
map?” to fun and enlightenment.
Whether riding your bike,

paddling your kayak, or enjoying the museums in the

area, Black Hawk County and its communities are
the place to be.

Interested in playing a

round of golf or riding

your ATV? How about
cross-country skiing or

simply enjoying the
outdoors in the parks

and public spaces Black

Hawk County has to

offer? Look no further. It’s all inside. Come, visit us
and enjoy the many treasures of Black Hawk County

for yourself!

For more information, contact any of the following:

Black Hawk County Conservation
1346 Airline Highway, Waterloo
(319) 433-7275
blackhawkcountyparks.com

Cedar Falls Tourism and Visitors Bureau

6510 Hudson Rd., Cedar Falls
(319) 268-4266
cedarfallstourism.org
S Open Monday - Friday
Trail access, travel counselors, parking,
and restrooms available

Experience Waterloo

500 Jefferson St., Waterloo

(319) 233-8350 or (800) 728-8431
L TR experiencewaterloo.com

watcrloo  Open Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Strap on your backpack, grab your bike, launch the
lowa By Trail app iowabytrail.com, and experience

why lowa is the Trails Capital of the Nation.

[=]
=]

cedarvalleytrails.org
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The Cedar Valley offers access to three |
scenic state-designated water trails for
canoers and kayakers of all ability levels.
Paddling enthusiasts can traverse the
Waterloo-Cedar Falls metro area and George
Wyth State Park on the Cedar River, Black
Hawk Creek, and the Cedar Valley Paddlers
Trail. The Wapsipinicon Water Trail begins in
northern Bremer County and flows southeast
through Black Hawk County and into
Buchanan County. The many accesses .
available along these unique waterways Watﬂ‘ T]TE[IIS
provide users with the opportunity to enjoy iowadnr.gov/Things-to-Do/
varied trip lengths and offer such amenities Canoeing-Kayaking
as picnic and camping areas, pedal/paddle A
destinations, disc golf courses, various parks, and r -
proximity to the many offerings of the lively and historic g4 m E "—F"'

downtowns of the Waterloo-Cedar Falls metro area. '. r#
Learn more at cedarvalleywatertrails.com or scan the f'rﬁT

QR code. Eﬂ, .:? Ii
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ot CAMPING, CABINS, LODGES, AND SHELTERS

Public campgrounds can be found at George Wyth State Park (lowa
Department of Natural Resources); Black Hawk Park, McFarlane Park,
"~ Hickory Hills Park, Siggelkow Park, and Big Woods Lake Campground
r -~ (Black Hawk County Conservation Board); and Deerwood Park (City of

,J.
J‘.‘:’-:H

Pl 2all 22048

Head__lgni 1

Sgyven Bridgas

Evansdale). For specific campground amenities, contact the campground’s
governing jurisdiction. Facilities of various sizes, amenities, and costs are

available throughout Black Hawk County. Cabins enable overnight visits in
scenic locations and lodges are great for informal or formal events such as
weddings and conferences. The use of shelters is nearly limitless. For more

Fip o information, visit:

# -blackhawkcountyparks.com
-cedarfalls.com
-waterlooleisureservices.org

OHV Park

Waterloo is one of few cities in lowa with a state sanctioned OHV (Off
Highway Vehicle) Park in an urban setting. Located in the Riverview

J | Recreation Area, construction of this facility was made possible through

= cooperation of the City of Waterloo, the lowa Department of Natural

F | Resources, the lowa OHV Association, and the Trailblazers, a local club. The

Wikdlife Area® |00 g

wet exit skills. The Advanced paddler has mastered eddy turns, rapid reversals in
current, and advanced draw strokes, and should have precise boat control skills. These
paddlers have the ability to navigate through obstacles or rapids that will prove to be
dangerous to paddlers with inadequate skills. Kayakers should have a dependable roll.

Water Conditions: The water temperature and rate of flow both play a role in determining
water conditions. Wear a wetsuit when combined air and water temperature is 120

WATER TRAIL RULES

degrees or less to protect against hypothermia. A flooded river is a dangerous river.

When planning your trip, consider both water temperature and the rate of flow.

Respect Private Property. Much land along these waterways is private. Do not

Conditions for a Beginner trip include an air temperature of 75-85 degrees and the ability tamper with fences, structures, livestock, or any other property. Enter private land

to see the bottom of the river; conditions for an Advanced trip include a cool air

only with permission of the landowner. Paddlers should camp only in designated

temperature of 35-65 degrees, or the river is over its banks and the bottom of the river campsites.

cannot be seen.

No Littering or Dumping. Leave no trace. Volunteers work to keep these waterways
clean. To protect the natural beauty of the Cedar Valley’s waterways, please observe

=—. the principle of “Leave No Trace” as you paddle and camp along the rivers:
m ad #% ¢ Plan Ahead and Prepare: Proper trip planning and preparation will help paddlers

HUNTING achieve trip goals safely and enjoyably while minimizing damage to natural and

cultural resources.

Black Hawk County offers over
6,000 acres of public hunting land

!I with a variety of habitats and
1 species. These are multi-use areas; - Properly Dispose of What You Can’t Pack Out: Prevent contamination of the rivers

please use caution and respect by dispersing dishwater far away from the river. Minimize the need to pack out food
other users, neighboring scraps by carefully planning meals. Avoid the use of soap. Proper human waste
landowners, and the land. All state disposal prevents the spread of disease, exposure to others, and speeds

laws apply. Details and maps of decomposition. Catholes, 6’-8” deep and 200’ from the water are often the easiest
public hunting areas can be found at and most practical way to dispose of feces.

blackhawkcountyparks.com. Leave What You Find: Allow others a sense of discovery; leave rocks, plants,

Pack It In, Pack It Out: Keep the rivers clean by picking up litter and hauling out
your own garbage.

archaeological artifacts, and other objects as found.

Minimize Use and Impact of Fire: The natural beauty of the river can be degraded
by poorly placed fire pits. When cooking, use a lightweight camp stove. The best
place to build a fire is within an existing fire ring; the next best location is on a sand
bar. The ashes should always be properly dispersed or buried.

o
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